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WELCOME!
Welcome to Parish Church’s Discover Parish class! This class is designed to provide you with 
information about Parish Church and the opportunity for you to consider what it would mean to be a 
part of the life and ministry of our church. In our time together we will do our best to answer 
questions that many people have about the gospel of Jesus Christ, what it means to belong to Him and 
His people, and how one might serve as a member of Parish Church. Participation in this class is a 
necessary step to becoming a member of Parish Church. However, attending this seminar does not 
obligate anyone to join. You are welcome to simply gather more information about Parish Church as 
you prayerfully consider where God is calling you to belong and serve. 

Discover Parish will provide you an overview of our vision, our core theological convictions, our 
philosophy of ministry, and what it means to make a commitment to be a member of Parish Church. 
In addition to receiving information, this is also a time for you to thoughtfully, creatively, and 
prayerfully consider what the church should look like, and what it means for you to take ownership 
in that process. As you have specific questions, please feel free to ask as they come to mind. 

Parish Church is a diverse community of believers 
unified in our common faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 

and engaged in His mission in the world.

Questions we will consider:
What is the vision of Parish Church? 
What is so important about membership?
How can I serve? 
What is a Presbyterian and is it contagious? 
How do I join?
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Vision of Parish Church 
Who are we?
We are a new church plant in the Presbyterian Church in America. The PCA is a denomination 
committed to the authority and sufficiency of the Scriptures, rooted in church history, centered on the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and aggressive in the pursuit of the lost locally and around the world. 

A New Church For A Growing City
Parish Church is a new church for the growing city of Lafayette, Louisiana. With the fastest growing 
economy in South Louisiana, our city was named the number one mid-sized metro area by Forbes 
magazine.  Not only known for its economic growth, Lafayette was named by the Wall Street Journal 
MarketWatch as the “Happiest City in the U.S.”. Lafayette is a city rich in culture that attracts people 
from all over the world with its unique cuisine and the eclectic sounds of its zydeco music. We are 
excited about being a new church for this growing city. 	

The name Parish Church grew out of a desire to be a church that seeks the welfare of the city of 
Lafayette. This simply means that we strive to be a church that establishes itself within the fabric of 
the community in such a way that if something was to cause us to close our doors, the city would 
significantly feel our absence. As such, we adopted the name Parish to represent this commitment both 
culturally and theologically. 

Culturally 

We believe parish speaks to the specific cultural realities of planting a church in South Louisiana. As 
the only state in the union that divides itself regionally by parishes, Louisiana is a state known by the 
term parish. However, the pride of those from Lafayette parish take this cultural marker even further. 
Lafayette boasts one of the highest retention rates of any mid-size metro city in the U.S. The people of 
Lafayette parish love their city, and we mean to be a church that echoes that love in the way we serve 
the needs of this community. 

Biblically

We believe the New Testament church, especially the ministry of the apostle Paul, focused their 
church planting efforts on strategic cities along major thoroughfares in order to establish ministry 
bases that could influence the surrounding areas. Lafayette, referred to as the Hub City, is strategically 
located at the junction of I-49 and I-10. It forms the hub of a wheel that connects New Orleans, in the 
south, to Texas in the west, to Baton Rouge and Alabama in the east, and the rest of Louisiana on into 
Arkansas in the north. 

Its strategic location is not our only theological purpose for reaching Lafayette parish. We also believe 
the church is a community of faith. Parish is a term that originated in medieval  times and represented a 
fixed region that was cared for by a particular church that tended to the needs of that community. We 
believe the church is the best means of addressing the needs of a particular community. As such, we 
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see ourselves as this parish’s church, however much that responsibility is shared with other church 
bodies in the area. We adopted the name Parish Church not to set ourselves in a position of superiority 
over other church families or religious institutions in our parish, but rather to stress the importance of 
not building an isolated community of like minded people. As such we committed to being a church 
for the city of Lafayette. 

The Parish Path

How ever much “Parish” may speak to the cultural and theological motivations of what we seek to 
build here, it doesn’t address our core identity. First and foremost we are a church. We believe the 
Bible has something to say about what a church is and what a church does. One well known church 
planter expressed the church best when he said, “The church is the regenerate people of God saved by 
the power of God for the purposes of God in this world”. Parish church is seeking to align itself with 
the purposes of God in its mission through:

Our Community- A diverse community of believers
• Biblically Rooted- Scriptural
• Gospel-Centered- Evangelical
• Historically Rooted- Reformed
• God Exalting- Worshippers
• Spirit Led- Yielding
• Intentionally Diverse- Heterogeneous
• Community Driven- Interdependent

Our Character- unified in our common faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
• Loving, Honest- Real
• Inviting, Accepting- Hospitable
• Learning, Growing- Disciples
• Patient, Committed- Safe
• Yielding, Giving- Generous

Our Calling- and engaged in His mission in the world.
• Building Relationships- Neighborly
• Sacrificial Service- Merciful
• Gospel Communication- Evangelistic
• Ministry Equipping- Developers/Entrepreneurs
• Lafayette Lovers- Home Missionaries
• Globally Connected- Foreign Missions



Our Community- A diverse community of believers

Biblically Rooted

Paul, in Romans 1:16, declared that he was not ashamed of the Gospel because he knew it was 
the very power of God unto salvation. Any true community of faith must begin with a resolute 
commitment to the Word of God. Most evangelical churches profess to have a commitment to 
the Word of God in the way they pursue their ministry goals and weekly preaching ministry, 
but what truly sets them apart as biblically rooted? Parish Church is committed to being biblical 
rooted in three ways. 1) We believe the Scriptures, the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, 
are inspired, inerrant, sufficient, and eminently profitable for our growth in grace. 2) We believe 
that the church is subject in every way to Scripture and that its worship and work must reflect 
this commitment. 3) We believe that expository, exegetical, and application driven preaching is 
the best means of reaching lost sinners and helping believers in Christ grow in grace. Paul 
expressed these very commitments to his student in ministry when he wrote,

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 

Gospel-Centered

The Gospel, the good news of the life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ to save 
lost sinners, is the foundation of all that we do at Parish Church. It drives all that we do in the 
community of Lafayette as well as the family of believers that call themselves Parish Church. 
The Gospel not only calls sinners to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but it also supplies 
everything the believer needs to grow in grace and live to the glory of God. 
Parish Church acknowledges the necessity of people to come to a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. People must recognize that they are in need of a God who saves lost sinners. 
God who—Any understanding of salvation must begin with the author of that salvation. The 
triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the one who created all things by the word of His 
power (Genesis 1:3ff, Hebrews 1:3). It is this same God who sovereignly works to redeem a 
people lost in self-inflicted sin and death. The Father elects (Eph 1:3-6), the Son redeems (Eph 
1:7), and the Spirit applies (Eph 1:13-14) this redemptive work in all wisdom, power, and love to 
the praise of His glorious grace (Eph 1:6,12,14). 

saves- Its the holiness, splendor, and majesty of God in contrast to our sinful condition that 
convinces us of the reality that we are hopeless unless God acts on our behalf. It is God who 
plans, accomplishes, and applies our redemption through the life, death, and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through Christ’s substitutionary act we are declared righteous, equipped for 
every good work, and secured for all eternity by the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. 
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lost sinners- Sin must be understood through the lens of its harm to us and its harm through us. 
We are lost in sin because the consequence of sin in this world has created a world of pain and 
death. Darkness floods our experiences as we see sin's harm all around us, especially as it seeps 
into our own lives. War, disease, natural disasters, abuse, conflict, emotional instability, etc., all 
speak to the comprehensive nature in which sin affects every aspect of our lives. However, each 
of these external factors press in on and fuel the enemy within us all. The presence and capacity 
for sin in all of us leaves us vulnerable, helpless, culpable, guilty, vile, and powerless to navigate 
the pitch black darkness of sin. We need a savior, a redeemer, a substitute. 

Parish Church means to exalt Christ in everything it does. We desire to place Him at the center 
of everything we do as a community of faith. It is through Christ that we believe and find hope. 
C.S. Lewis writes, “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I 
see it, but because by it I see everything else”. 

Historically Rooted

Parish Church does not exist independent of God’s larger redemptive plan throughout history. 
We  have been surrounded by a very great cloud of witnesses (Heb. 12:1) that bear testimony of 
how to live the Christian life as individual believers and members of the household of faith. We 
believe this history extends beyond the story of the Old and New Testaments all the way 
through to the present day. Parish Church believes the thread that ties the early church to 
today’s church is first represented (however imperfectly) in the theological and historical 
teachings of the Reformation. This period in history experienced a revival within the church, 
reforming both its theology and its corrupt practices. The reformation is best described by 5 key 
theological principles; The Scriptures alone (sola scriptura) revealed in Christ alone (solo Christo) as 
our means of salvation by His grace alone (sola gratia), through faith alone (sola fide), for the glory of 
God alone (soli Deo gloria). 

This initial work of reform in the church led to a more organized effort at establishing one clear 
confession that churches could unite around, however different some of their practices may be. 
In 1643, a group of men from all manner of denominational and independent church bodies 
gathered to work on this document. The Westminster Assembly, as it was called, labored over 
the span of 6 years and 1,163 meetings to create a confession that would best represent the 
common beliefs these various Christian groups could unite around known as the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. That document serves as a guide and guard to Parish Church as well as the 
Presbyterian Church in America. 

From the time of the Westminster Assembly to today, a host of faithful men and women have 
served the church through their ministry and writings.  Parish Church believes that to ignore 
this vital history and to fail to lean on and learn from these great witnesses is to miss a vital part 
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of the church’s story. This story is represented in the very people for whom Christ came to die 
and through whom He carries out His kingdom mission. 

God Exalting

When the Apostle Paul celebrates the Gospel of grace in his own life and in the lives of others, it 
is often through song or celebratory prayer. When he writes to a new group of believers in 
Rome with the intention of teaching the foundational doctrines of God’s saving work through 
Jesus Christ, he can not help but stop, sing, and celebrate God’s glorious goodness toward him.

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.      —
Romans 11:33–36

When writing to the church at Ephesus he begins His letter by celebrating the grace of God 
toward us in Christ, and he makes it clear that all that the Father has done for us in Christ is for 
the praise of His glorious grace. Parish believes that our greatest privilege in salvation and our 
chief joy in life is the ability to worship God through the Lord Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Foundational to our worship and work as a church is the desire to glorify God in all 
that we do. So whether we are worshipping together, doing life together in community, or 
engaged in ministry we do it all to the glory of His name.  

Spirit Lead

Jesus said that it was to our advantage that He go away because when He did, He would send 
the Holy Spirit to help us (John 16:7). The Spirit is the one who convicts of sin (John 16:8), leads 
us in truth (John 14:26, 16:13), assures us of faith (Romans 8:16), guarantees our future 
inheritance (Ephesians 1:13-14), and empowers us in ministry (Acts 1:8). That means that 
without the Spirit’s help, no one can be convinced that they are sinners in need of grace. They 
can never receive the cure for their wayward hearts, because they will never see the cancer that 
gnaws at their soul. Without the Holy Spirit they will never understand the truth that Christ is 
the Son of God, He is the only acceptable sacrifice for their sin, and He is their only means of 
forgiveness and life. It is through the Spirit that we truly learn that Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life. It is because of these two truths, awareness of our sinfulness and Christ’s work of 
saving grace, that we are convinced that apart from the work of the Holy Spirit we cannot build 
His church.  We can neither convince others of their sin nor atone for their sin. We can neither 
assure them of faith nor empower them for ministry. Unless the Spirit leads us, unless the Spirit 
draws men and women, unless the Spirit moves in power, we are incapable of being the church 
the Lord has called us to be. However, in the Spirit, we have all the power heaven can muster. 
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14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has 
is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.—John 16:14-15

Intentionally Diverse

When Jesus walked the earth He was constantly ridiculed for the company he kept (i.e. 
prostitutes, tax collectors, and sinners) and the people in whom He chose to invest (i.e. 
fishermen, tax collectors, nobodies). His focus was constantly on the broken, the lame, the 
diseased, the marginalized. He pursued those that were in the shadows and not those who set 
themselves at the head of the table (Luke 14:7-11). When he commanded His disciples to build 
His church, His command was to make disciples of all nations beginning in Jerusalem and 
moving out to Judea, then Samaria, and on to the ends of the earth. Paul tells us in Ephesians 
2:13-14 that Christ has torn down any walls of separation that divide His church, because He 
has granted us all peace through the blood of the cross. He then tells us that we are all members 
of one body, each working together perfectly as one with Christ as our head. 

Parish Church understands that without an intentional pursuit of diversity we will always 
continue in the circles and communities with which we are most comfortable. Homogeneity is 
natural to the human condition and a reflection of the consequence and conflict of sin in the 
world (Gen 11). Therefore, it is vital to the growth and vitality of the church that we have the 
mind of Christ. We must not consider our place or position in this life something to be held 
onto, rather we must seek the welfare of the people the Lord has put all around us from every 
tribe, tongue, people and nation. 

Community Driven

From the beginning of creation it was clear that it was not good that man be alone. He needed a 
helper, a companion, with whom he would be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. We were 
made to multiply and fill the earth as God’s image bearers. When God began establishing His 
people on earth He did so by setting them apart as a people with a place. This idea of being a 
distinct people, in a distinct place, has always been the identifying characteristics of the people 
of God. Even in Jesus’ final prayer before going to the cross, He prays that the people of God 
may be with Him where He is. He longs for them to be His people in the place of His preparing. 
He has given them a purpose to fulfill by gathering all of His people to be with Him where He 
is. This community of faith is what Christ came to purchase and establish and is demonstrated 
in and through the church. 

Parish Church endeavors to be a safe, enjoyable place for people of this parish to ask good 
questions about their lives, their faith, their hopes and their struggles. We aim to be a vibrant 
community that does life together as we live, laugh, and love one another while seeking the 
welfare of Lafayette. 
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Our Character- unified in our common faith in the Lord Jesus Christ

Loving, Honest

Parish Church is committed to being a community that is open, vulnerable, and consistent in its 
message and method. Parish is a group of sinners gathered under the leadership of sinners with 
a desire to share Jesus with sinners. Someone once said, “A church is a hospital for sinners, not a 
club for saints”. Parish means to be a place where people with honest questions, real struggles, 
and deep desires can come and find real answers of real hope. It was while we were yet sinners 
that Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). Therefore, we show the love of Christ by considering 
others more significant than ourselves (Philippians 2:3) and loving and serving each other as 
Christ has loved and served us with all humility patience, and gentleness (Eph 4:1). 

Inviting, Accepting

If the church is a hospital for sinners then Parish means to be a public hospital that refuses care 
to no one regardless of race, culture, disability, or lifestyle preference. Anyone and everyone 
searching for real answers to life's toughest questions can find a community at Parish Church. 
We don’t guarantee everyone will like our answers, but we strive to show the same love and 
grace that the Lord Jesus shows us each and everyday (Romans 8:35-38). 

Jesus, offering us an ethic through parable, in Luke 14:12-14 communicates the true nature of 
hospitality when He bids us not to invite/accept those like us that can and will repay us for our 
kindness. Rather, we should invite the poor, crippled, lame and the blind. True community does 
not show hospitality with a view of mutual benefit, rather that of love and service. 

Learning, Growing

Everything about life is measured by growth. We grow in size, stature, age, maturity, 
experience, etc. The Bible is clear about the requirement to die to sin and to be born again unto a 
new life. That new birth, by definition, requires growth and maturity. Parish Church means to 
be a place where individuals can grow in the school of Christ by learning from His Word, from 
other brothers and sisters in Christ, and through serving Christ in His mission to the world.  
Paul communicates this same commitment in Colossians 1:28-29,

28 (Christ) we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 
powerfully works within me.

In Ephesians 4:11-16, Paul sets forth the pattern by which growth normally takes place in the 
church of God. The Lord has given godly leaders to the church in order to equip the people of 
God for the work of ministry. Through godly training and counsel the church of God is 
nurtured to full maturity and then sent out to engage in the work of ministry in the world. 
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Patient, Committed

Nothing can incite such deep feelings of love, commitment, and loyalty on the one hand, and 
frustration, fury, and pain on the other like a family. However, there is something about family 
that keeps us coming back for more. Saint Augustine is often credited as saying, “the church is a 
whore, but she is our mother”. Whether Augustine said it or not, the truth it expresses is 
nonetheless felt. The church is often a place where many of us have experienced our deepest 
pains and at the same time our most profound moments. Parish Church strives to be a church 
that , however imperfectly, bears with one another with a patience and commitment that is only 
recognized by the term family (Ephesians 4:1-3). No church can make a claim to absolute safety 
and acceptance in our sin-filled world. If we consider the message of the Gospel, we are faced 
with the difficult concepts of death, taking up your cross, plucking our your eye, eating Christ’s 
body and drinking His blood. Christianity is not a safe religion, but it is for our good. I love the 
imagery employed by C.S. Lewis about the Christ of the Gospel in the epic figure Aslan,

“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." 
"Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about 
meeting a lion”...
"Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. 
He's the King, I tell you.”

Parish church seeks to be a place where people can seek safety together in the beautiful and 
dangerous arms of our Lord Jesus Christ. After all, He’s the king I tell you. 

Yielding, Giving

When the first believers came to faith in Acts 2, the character of their lives was marked by 
generosity. They gave of their time, their resources, their homes, their very lives (Acts 2:42-47). 
The devotion of their hearts lead to a similar devotion in their lives. Parish church means to be a 
church committed to having the same mindset that Jesus had when he gave up heaven to 
redeem us from our deserving punishment of sin.

4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

There are three areas that the Bible suggests we must faithfully steward: our money, our time, 
and our gifts. Each of these areas of stewardship fall under the overarching command to do all to 
the glory of God. So whatever money and resource we may have, great or small, is to be 
stewarded entirely for the glory of God. Whatever time we may have on this earth is to be 
stewarded for the glory of God. Whatever gifts or abilities we may posses are to be employed 
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for the glory of God. Parish church means to be the kind of church that has a reputation within 
its community for its generosity. When the church in Acts 2 demonstrated this type of 
generosity they were, “ finding favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved” (2:47). 

Our Calling- and engaged in His mission in the world

Building Relationships

When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment His answered, “To love the Lord your 
God…”. However, Jesus did not believe you could sum up the law without including love’s 
chief expression: the love of neighbor (Matt 22:37-40). When the follow up question was asked 
concerning who is our neighbor, Jesus would charge us with His mission in the world through 
loving our enemies (Luke 10:29ff). Jesus commands us in Matthew 5:44ff to love our enemies 
and pray for those who persecute us. He then demonstrates this very ethic when He 
scandalously engages the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4, when He dines at the house of 
Zacchaeus the tax collector in Luke 19, and when He heals the diseased and lame on the 
Sabbath. The work of ministry given to the people of God is one of building relationship with 
men and women of all types, indiscriminately and lovingly. 

Parish Church seeks to build relationship in three particular ways. First, through caring for our 
immediate neighbors, colleagues, and community. God has first and foremost called us to the 
place where we live, work, and play. Parish Church believes it is our responsibility to 
prayerfully and intentionally seek opportunities to get to know the people in our immediate 
sphere of influence. Second, Jesus sought to love and serve all people, however, he also 
intentionally pursued a handful of people for deeper relationship, growth, and accountability. 
Parish Church believes that everyone is called to invest in the kingdom through intentional 
discipleship and deeper community. Third, Jesus would send out His disciples two by two to 
carry His message of grace to more places than He could reach in His immediate place of 
ministry. Parish Church believes in investing in deep, meaningful relationships with those they 
seek to partner with around the world for the cause of Christ. 

Sacrificial Service

Jesus’ parable of the great banquet in Luke 14:12-14 comes again in to view. Jesus’ love for and 
service to those who cannot return the kindness shown them is the core ethic of the Christian 
community. If/when this service is rightly demonstrated, it will inevitably require much 
sacrifice. When the Christians in Acts 2:42 began devoting themselves to the apostle’s teaching, 
to worship, and biblical fellowship, it led them to sell their possessions and give to all who were 
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in need. It required fishermen to leave their boats, tax collectors their purse, doctors their 
practice, and the very Son of God to lay down His life. That is precisely what Paul is calling for 
in Ephesians 5:1-2 when he writes, “be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God”. 

Parish Church believes the Lord has called his people to give sacrificially by serving those who 
cannot repay and who demonstrate the greatest need. As a giving church we understand that 
this will cost us our time, our money, and our very lives. 

Parish Church also believes that building relationships and being a good neighbor is best 
pursued by seeing what the Lord is doing in the community and getting involved. Partnering 
with and serving in local organizations, ministries, and councils allows the people of Parish 
Church to be salt and light in the community in a way that the church as a separate institution 
cannot. Though we gather as the community of faith, we scatter into the community as those on 
mission to expand the kingdom and grow His church. 

Gospel Communication

Though we believe being a good neighbor and serving others sacrificially is a powerful 
expression of the Spirit’s work in the people of God, it can not replace the loving and intentional 
pursuits of the souls of men and women. Romans 10:14 reminds us that there must be a 
message delivered and a Gospel communicated if those searching are to believe. There is a lot of 
truth to the saying, “better caught than taught”. While valuing the benefits of modeling 
hospitality and service, Parish believes that people’s greatest need is the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
need to encounter the living and active Word, carried along by the Spirit, softening their 
hardened hearts. The people of Parish Church believe it is their duty to always be ready to give 
a defense of the hope that is within, and to faithfully pursue every opportunity to share that 
hope each and everyday of their lives. 

Ministry Equipping

Parish Church believes we were all created in the image of God to be fruitful and multiply, to 
rule and subdue the earth. As Christ redeems that image in us, He invites us to exercise 
dominion in His kingdom. That invitation comes in two parts: 1) The Lord calls certain men to 
the role of equipping the saints for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-13). 2) The Lord calls 
and equips everyone of His saints to be mission developers and/or entrepreneurs. 

Parish Church believes in strong biblical leadership through preaching and discipleship, 
corporate worship, and fervent prayer. The pastoral staff and biblical eldership within the 
church must be vigilant in the ministry of the Word, worship, and prayer for the better 
equipping of the saints to do the work of ministry. 
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Parish Church also believes the Lord gives gifts to the saints within the body of Christ as well as 
an innate desire for ministry entrepreneurship and/or development. Within the body of Christ, 
God sets certain men and women apart who are especially gifted to creatively, zealously, and 
courageously start new ministries and opportunities inside and outside the church. Conversely, 
He also equips certain men and women with the gifts and abilities to develop ministries with 
the care, compassion, intentionality, and nuance necessary for their success and flourishing. The 
mission of God inside and outside the church is dependent on every member of the body of 
Christ fitting together and flourishing in their gifts and roles (Ephesians 4:15-16). There are no 
bystanders in Christ’s church.

Lafayette Lovers

As already mentioned, Parish Church believes it has a particular mission to a particular people 
and place. That means that the people of Parish Church love their city and long to see it flourish 
in the economy of God’s common and special grace. We believe our mission consists of more 
than just gathering people to a building in order to escape the challenges and difficulties of life 
in this fallen world. We are to be salt and light within this city and among its people, which 
means we need to be with them where they live, work, and play. We therefore are committed to 
learning, understanding, and engaging Lafayette’s history. We are committed to knowing and 
getting involved with the issues of the city. We want to understand and enjoy the festivals that 
define so much of city life. We know and love its food. We buy local, we eat and drink local 
goods, we promote local venues and events. Parish Church believes there is something in a 
name and we mean to be a church that loves its Parish. 

Globally Connected

Though Parish Church primarily serves a particular people in a particular place, it also feels the 
weight of Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:14, “this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come”. We long for the Gospel to 
be proclaimed to the ends of the earth and what’s more, for Christ’s return. Therefore, we 
believe in the absolute priority and necessity of world missions. We believe the best way to 
serve God’s mission in the world is through, 1) raising up missionaries in our homes and in our 
church, and 2) building strong bonds with missionaries around the world through financial 
support, practical aid, pastoral accountability and encouragement, and faithful prayer. 
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PARISH PILLARS

GOSPEL 

The good news of the gospel provides the answer to every question raised concerning 
the human condition. Through the gospel we learn of the disease of sin, its costly cure, 
and the glorious hope secured through the Lord Jesus Christ. C.S. Lewis wrote, “I 
believe in Christianity as I believe the sun has risen, not only because I see it, but by it I 
see everything else”. It is through the gospel that a community must love, learn, and 
live together. 

COMMUNITY

God is gathering people from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation for the praise of 
His glorious grace in Christ Jesus. (Revelation 5:9). He is creating a special people (I 
Peter 2:9-10) through the ministry of the church. As the body of Christ, each distinct and 
unique member of the church must work together in order for the whole body flourish 
as one.

MISSION

Following the example of our missionary God, the people of God engage in the mission 
of God in the world until He returns and the mission is no more. Our chief desire is the 
worship of God and the community of faith labors on mission to that end in the hearts 
of all that ears to hear. 
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Consumer Church Growing Church
Church is seen as a dispenser of 

religious goods and services. People 
come to church to be “fed”, to have 

their needs met through quality 
programs and to have the 

professionals teach their children 
about God. 

Church is seen as a body believers 
equipped by faithful leaders to grow 
individually by grace, into a diverse 

family of believers, united in the 
mission of God in the world until He 

returns to call us home. 

I go to church I am the church
is different than
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GROW 
IN THE GOSPEL 

•Discipleship 
•Prayer 
•Praise

SEEK 
THE WELFARE  
OF THE CITY 

• Evangelism 
• Service 
• Engagement

ESTABLISH 
KINGDOM 

COMMUNITY 

• Fellowship  
• Mission/Diversity 
• Church Planting

GOSPEL 
COMMUNITY 

MISSION

WORSHIP 
AVENUE

OUTREACH 
AVENUE

PARISH 
GROUPS 
AVENUE

PARISH CHURCH 
PHILOSOPHY OF MINISTRY


